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A chance to make Lichfield District 

Fairer and Greener 
 

A Fairer District 

In 1995 Lichfield District became a Labour District Council and at the end of our four-year 

term the Conservatives inherited £24 million in the bank – that they squandered over the 

years they were in office. 

In 2023 voters have a chance to stop the waste – need we mention the failed Levelling Up 

Funding bid and the 20-year-old and still ongoing Lichfield City Centre redevelopment? 

We will make progress on this but will also ensure other parts of Lichfield District get 

support too. 

 

A Greener District 

The whole of the district should benefit from council investment and their share of its 

services. 

Labour proposed a Climate Emergency for Lichfield District in December 2019, and the 

Conservatives supported it – but they have missed targets and delayed involving our 

residents – so perhaps they did not think it was an “emergency” after all? 

We will engage with our residents to help us get to Carbon Net Zero before 2050. 

A district council, even a Labour one, cannot repair potholes or provide decent social care.  

That is the responsibility of the Conservative County Council.  Neither can we replace the 

police officers that have been cut under the Conservative Government and Police and Crime 

Commissioners – that is their responsibility. 

However, we can, and will, work with partners to improve the lives of all our residents and 

make Lichfield District “a great place to live”. 
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 A Fairer and More 

      Prosperous Economy 

 

 A Greener Future 

 

 A Safer Community 

 

 A Healthier District 

 

 A Great Place to Live 

Our ambition for Lichfield 



 A Fairer and More Prosperous Economy 

• We will provide fair investment across the whole district. 

• We will develop a local growth plan by working with local businesses. 

• Introduce a Good Business Charter to celebrate the best of our local businesses. 

• Encourage internal investment through Community Wealth Building and local procurement. 

• Get the development of the Friarsgate site moving. 

 

A Greener Future 

• Invest in recharging points to encourage electric car use. 

• Improve cycle parking facilities to support and encourage cyclists. 

• Work with local schools and community groups to achieve our Climate Emergency target. 

• Improve the waste to be recycled by working with residents – not against them. 

• We will also look at bringing back food waste recycling. 

 

A Safer Community 

• Work with our communities and partners to reduce anti-social behaviour. 

• Invest in activities for our young people. 

• Improve and update CCTV schemes where anti-social behaviour is a problem. 

• Help our local residents to make our streets safer. 

• Work with police and local communities to reverse the amount of car crime in our area. 

 

A Healthier District 

• Improve air quality by encouraging cycling, walking and better public transport. 

• Enable our residents to live healthy and active lives. 

• Support the relationship between communities and the health services they rely on. 

• Deliver top class leisure and sporting facilities for all our communities. 

• Support communities to establish regular sporting events. 

 

A Great Place to Live 

• Encourage protection for renters, and support people aspiring to own their own home. 

• Support development that meets the needs of local people. 

• Promote arts, culture and our rich and diverse heritage throughout the district. 

• We will work harder to involve the community to help us make better informed decisions.  

• Ensure schemes like discretionary housing payments and local council tax support reach the 
people that they need to. 



A Fairer and More Prosperous Economy 

 

We want the District Council’s resources to be distributed more fairly across the district for 

the benefit of everyone who calls our area home. 

Everyone knows Burntwood does not get its fair share of investment, but rural areas miss 

out too and we will work with the local parish and town councils to redress this imbalance.  

Whilst warehousing and transport is welcome light manufacturing is more labour intensive 

and brings skills and higher paid jobs into the area, so we want to help this sector in 

particular.  

 

We will provide fair investment across the whole district. 

Putting all your eggs into one basket, as the Conservatives have done over 20 years with 

Friarsgate, has not been successful.  We want to look at ways of investing in other areas too 

that would help villages and benefit the environment.  

 

We will develop a local growth plan by working with local businesses. 

We need thriving businesses to for our local economy and we will listen to businesses to see 

how we can help them improve and grow. 

 

Introduce a Good Business Charter to celebrate the best of our local businesses. 

We will raise good business practices, encourage improvement in business and celebrating 

what our local companies do well in partnership with the Council. 

 

Encourage internal investment through Community Wealth Building and local 

procurement. 

We will adopt an interventionist approach to economic development that prioritises and 

harnesses resources to generate wealth for local residents and build an inclusive local 

economy. 

 

Get the development of the Friarsgate site moving. 

Almost a quarter of a century of broken Conservative promises and delays have cost our 
area dozens of jobs with nothing to show for it.  It's time to stop the meaningless 
consultations and delays. Labour will get the project moving. 
 



 

A Greener Future 

The Climate Emergency has risen up the priority agenda – particularly for the next genera-

tion.  Labour proposed and got support for the District Council declaring a Climate Emer-

gency in 2019 but if you look at the website you would be forgiven for thinking it hadn’t hap-

pened.  This will change under a Labour Administration. 

 

Invest in recharging points to encourage electric car use. 

If visitors who have invested in an electric car don’t believe they will find a charging point 

when they go shopping or eat at a restaurant or just take time visiting, they will give us a 

miss and spend money elsewhere. 

 

Improve cycle parking facilities to support and encourage cyclists. 

Cyclists carry their own locks but if there no racks to attach their bikes to they will be de-

terred from shopping or visiting locally.  We want to encourage this environmentally friendly 

form of transport and will seek advice from cycling groups to achieve this. 

 

Work with local schools and community groups to achieve our Climate Emergency 

target. 

The Council has missed a number of targets – even after the councillor in charge was re-

moved.  This Conservative administration has not involved you, the community, to make re-

al progress. Labour takes this seriously and will seek your help and work with our local 

schools to get to net carbon zero before 2050. 

 

Improve the waste to be recycled by working with residents – not against them. 

Recycling rates have reduced, and the blue bag introduction has been public relations disas-

ter instead of a boost to recycling rates.  Labour introduced kerbside collection of recycla-

bles, the first district council in the County, and will do again. 

 

We will also look at bringing back food waste recycling. 

There are facilities just outside our district that we could use and so we will learn from other 

councils already using them with a plan to reintroduce kitchen waste caddies and reduce 

waste even further.      



A Safer Community 

 

Under the Conservatives, Ministers and Police and Crime Commissioners police numbers 

have reduced and now we are 4th from bottom with 161 officers per 1000,00 population 

compared to say neighbouring Leicestershire with 204 per 100,00.  In addition, the force is 

in “Special Measures”.  Our local PCSOs need all the help they can get, and we will give it to 

them. 

 

Work with our communities and partners to reduce anti-social behaviour. 

We help to ensure residents, visitors and those working in the area do not suffer any form 

of harassment, alarm or distress caused by others who behave in an anti-social and 

nuisance manner.  If necessary, the Council can issue a Community Protection Warnings 

and Notices. We will take action whether it is litter, flytipping, graffiti or threatening 

behaviour. 

 

Invest in activities for our young people. 

The County Council cut the Youth Service some years ago, but we will try to find activities for 

our young residents so that they are safe at night. 

 

Improve and update CCTV schemes where anti-social behaviour is a problem. 

CCTV is an excellent deterrent for crime and anti-social behaviour, as long as they are 

switched on, and using the latest technology.  We will have a programme of reviewing the 

schemes we have seek to add others where needed. 

 

Help our local residents to make our streets safer. 

We need to hear what issues residents have in their own streets.  We want to hear from 

young people as well as our older residents on what they think would make them feel safer. 

 

Work with police and local communities to reverse the amount of car crime in our 

area. 

We will work in partnership with our local Police and Police and Community Support 
Officers to have meaningful strategies to reduce the increase in car crimes in our district.  It 
is vital that we try to make up for the cuts in Police numbers we have seen in Staffordshire 
under the Government since 2010. 



A Healthier District 

 

Better physical and mental health for our residents will be an important goal for a Labour 

Lichfield District Council.  We can lobby the primary care services as a district council, 

holding them to account, as well as improving the services we provide to help people lead 

happier, healthier lives. 

This means working to improve our environment as well ensuring our leisure services reach 

out to all groups in the district. 

 

Improve air quality by encouraging cycling, walking and better public transport. 

It is no good being outside getting exercise if the air quality is not good.  We will endeavour 

to reduce the barriers that deter people from walking or cycling or jogging working with our 

partners at the County Council and elsewhere.  We will also investigate ways we can show a 

need for extra bus routes.  

 

Enable our residents to live healthy and active lives. 

Improved, in-house, Leisure Services is the key here but also education and support for 

clubs, whether where people are able to socialise, such as the open and warmer spaces.  

Physical as well as mental health is important and grants for such groups in villages would 

help to increase these opportunities.  A Labour Council will be on the side of people who 

need help. 

 

Support the relationship between communities and the health services they rely on. 

Local Conservatives have rejected a plan to invest in local GP services; and there are now 

plans to close a Health and Wellbeing Centre moving 5000 extra patients to already over-

stretched services.  A Labour Council will speak up for you and not stay silent on this 

important issue.   

 

Deliver top class leisure and sporting facilities for all our communities. 

A new leisure centre in Lichfield, proper management of Burntwood leisure centre and 

improvements to leisure opportunities for the surrounding areas. Labour will stop wasting 

money on outsourcing and spend it on services that people want. 

 

Support local groups to establish regular community sporting events. 

We want to encourage sporting events throughout the district, whether they are fun runs or 
more serious competitions.  We can help fund and provide expert advice for local 
communities wanting to put provide one for their village or town. 



A Great Place to Live 

People need homes and help and support to get a home, but we also need to get the 

balance right when it comes to development.  We need encourage the right quality 

development along with the infrastructure that is needed. 

We want to nurture our home-grown talent and celebrate our heritage.  We must also not 

leave any community behind because it doesn’t matter where you live in the district, we 

want you to help us make a great place to live. 

 

Encourage protection for renters, and support people aspiring to own their own 

home. 

People who rent need the advice about their rights so they can feel secure in their own 

home.  We will work with advice organisations and residents to make them aware of their 

rights.  Affordable housing is the term used in planning, but many developers try to find 

ways around the number of such properties they are obliged to build.  We will help our 

residents – and those who want to move here get the best support available to us. 

 

Support development that meets the needs of local people. 

We know we get no support from the district’s MPs over the amount of housing that is 

allocated to us and there is limited power over design of developments.  We will learn from 

other authorities and best practice to seek to get the kind of development that fits local 

needs rather than speculative development – especially where the Green Belt is threatened.  

 

Promote arts, culture and our rich and diverse heritage throughout the district. 

Lichfield District is rich in cultural and industrial heritage.  Of course, we have the Cathedral 

and the National Memorial Arboretum, but we also have our mining history.  There are also 

forgotten stories like that of Britain’s first black school teacher Labour also believes we have 

a lot of cultural talent, whether music groups, singers, dancers, or visual artists that would 

benefit from support from the council. 

 

We will work harder to involve the community to help us make better informed 

decisions. 

Poor quality consultations leave people feeling ignored and prevent the council from acting 

on their concerns - like we've seen recently with City Centre pedestrianisation.  We will make 

it clear what the purpose of consulting is and hold public meetings so that we can hear each 

other.  To make better decisions for residents we need to know their aspirations, hopes – 

and complaints.  Labour will listen to people. 

 

Ensure schemes like discretionary housing payments and local council tax support 

reach the people that they need to. 

The cost-of-living crisis is indeed a crisis for many of our vulnerable neighbours and the help 
that is available must be provided to the best our ability to ensure the most needed get the 
help they need.  We will carry out a review of the current schemes to ensure that targeted 
support is there and all the help that can be provided is provided. 



 

 

If our ambitions are also your 

ambitions for our district then vote 

Labour on the 4th of May. 
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